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Introduction 
 
This report is for the year from 6th April 2016 to 5th April 2017 and this year's AGM is also the 
seventeenth since the opening of our new village hall in June 2001. 
 
According to South Cambs. Planning Dept. history, a village hall was approved for the site 
now occupied by “The Limit” in 1954 and was again approved for the Norwood site in 1963.  
Finally there was approval in 1965 to move the hall to the recreation ground.  The old 
wooden hall was then erected and opened in 1966 and eventually had to be closed in 2000 
as it had badly deteriorated and didn’t meet current Health and Safety, disabled access and 
hygiene requirements.  It gave 34 years of service to the village, not bad for a second hand 
“flat pack” from Duxford aerodrome!  The new hall, being built of brick on solid foundations 
and to current regulations, should last for 100 years and more, but not if we can not keep it 
open financially and with enough trustees to manage, maintain and fund-raise to keep the 
hall in good condition, well financed and running smoothly.  
 
As before, we list the Improvements and major maintenance carried out since opening: 
 Improvements: 
2001 - A bund to surround the oil tank was built to satisfy the insurers.   
2003 - A hearing loop was installed. Thanks to a £1,000 donation from the estate of Mr and 
Mrs Mills who were long term residents of Castle Camps.  
2005 - A new footpath to the hall was opened by Sam Agnew, our District Councillor, and the 
late Bill Frensham, who greatly supported the project. This was funded by the Lottery, the 
Parish Council and the Village Hall.   
2006 - A chair rail was installed by Neil Piper in the main hall and Malcolm Harding was able 
to obtain some comfortable seating for the hall and meeting room.  
In later years, the Lunch Club group was able to donate new lightweight tables and Neil 
Piper thoughtfully built an effective racking system in the storeroom to hold them.   
2012 – Camps Amateur Dramatics Society donated a hanging grid for the stage.  This was 
kindly installed by Clive Germany. 
2016 – Camps Amateur Theatrical Society (same group but new name) donated 120 splendid 
new upholstered chairs to replace our old plastic seats.  Thank you CATS. 
 
Maintenance: 
2005 to 2006 - The hall was redecorated mainly by volunteers. 
2009 - Floor refurbishment was started and was only partially completed.  This has been 
funded by a grant from SCDC and CCPC.  We are looking for another contractor to repeat the 
work. 
2013 - Further redecoration of hall by volunteers. 
  
For this past year, our community has continued to benefit from and enjoy the facilities of 
our modern village hall.  It supports our village life and is regularly and well used by many 
local clubs such as: Carpet Bowls, Youth Club, Art Club, Good Companions, Lunch Club and 
CATS for rehearsals and Shows.  Other organisations using the Hall include:  
Baby & Toddler Group, Yoga Classes, Parish Council for meetings and elections, Mobile Post 
Office and the Hall Committee for fund-raising and Social Activities such as Jumble Sales, 
Dances, etc. 
 
Finally the hall is also hired for private family celebrations such as wedding receptions, 
anniversaries, birthday parties, etc. and for private business meetings. 
 
All these activities generate income to help cover our running costs and maintenance needs.  
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Finance 
 
Financially we find it difficult to build up a reserve, so we are grateful to Castle Camps Parish 
Council for keeping an emergency reserve account for us and, again this year, we thankfully 
did not need to call upon it.  We are also grateful to Shudy Camps Parish Council for its 
annual grant of £250 and to Christine Swan for inspecting our annual accounts.   
 
Expenses continue to rise although the reduced insurance cost has been frozen for the third 
year. A new rate will apply from June 2017, incorporating the increase in insurance tax. 
 
Susie was also able to negotiate a substantially reduced annual contract with Chubb. 
 
 
 Charitable Objectives 
 
The Charity was formed by a Conveyance and Trust Deed dated 1952, which is the basis of 
our constitution and rules.  It gives our objectives that can be summarised as follows: 
 
We aim to provide a good quality, village hall facility at affordable hire charges for residents 
from our local area. 
 
By providing this facility for leisure, pleasure, social and educational purposes, your 
Committee and the hall play their part in promoting and enhancing good community 
activities and relations between individuals and local, mainly voluntary, groups. 
 
A copy of the Conveyance and Trust Deed may be requested from the Secretary at the 
following contact address: 
Castle Camps Village Hall 
C/O:  The New House 
Camps End, 
Castle Camps 
Cambridge CB21 4TR 
 
The Village Hall Committee    
 
The Trust Deed requires that the Management Committee is elected annually at the AGM 
and can have up to 12 members who become trustees of the Charity.  Our Deed allows the 
Committee to co-opt a further 2 members as needed. 
 
At the AGM in June 2016, nine of the previous ten committee members were re-elected, 
leaving three vacancies.  At the committee meeting immediately after the AGM, the same 
officers as last year were re-elected. 
 
The committee membership therefore was as follows: 
Dicky Moore   Chairman and Treasurer 
Susie Culpin  Hall and Bookings Manager 
Terry Chapman  Minutes and Correspondence Secretary 
Sue Coxall; Marion Harding; Jo Bishop; Linda Shepherd; Caroline Parkinson and Beverley 
Garbutt  
Clive Germany remains as our Honorary President and the Custodian Trustees for the land 
lease and hall continue to be Susie Culpin, Sue Herbert and Paul Sherville. 
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Overview of Activities 
 
The Committee held three meetings in the April to April period, to elect the Officers, 
monitor the hall finances and maintenance, organise events, review correspondence etc.  
 
As was reported at the Annual Parish Meeting earlier, we had a number of fund-raising 
activities throughout this last financial year, including: 
3 Jumble Sales, which raised over £1,390, thanks to Susie Culpin & her regular helpers. 
Unfortunately due to illness and lack of resource we had to cancel our 80s themed quiz and 
meal and the proposed Social Race Night (which we hope to re-arrange possibly for 
November). 
 
Following a kind donation of a CCTV setup in 2015 to aid our security, our Chair, Dicky 
Moore is now our official “Data Controller” as required by the Information Commissioner.  
Erection of the equipment is still pending. 
 
The annual Hall report was presented at the Parish Open Meeting in May 2016 by Terry, who 
also continued to submit articles to the Parish magazine when necessary. 

 
We opened the hall on Remembrance Sunday for a couple of hours for Susie Culpin and Sue 
Coxall, on behalf of the Village Hall, to offer refreshments to those attending the ceremonies. 
 
We continue to be listed on the "Halls for Hire" scheme as promoted by Cambridgeshire ACRE to 
give information about our hall to potential hirers.  The website is: www.hallsforhire.org.uk    
We are also listed on: www.cambridgeshire.net and on: www.venues4hire.org 
 
 
Charitable Status 
 
Your Hall Management Committee consists of local residents who volunteer their time and 
efforts on your behalf.  We are all trustees of this non-profit making charity, which is 
registered with the Charity Commissioners.  You can access historical financial and other 
data about us on their web site: www.charitycommission.gov.uk simply by entering our 
registered charity number below in the search box.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dicky Moore                   Terry Chapman 
Chairman                             Secretary  
 
Castle Camps Village Hall Management Committee. 
 
 
Dated: 19th June 2017   
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